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I reckon by this time you have done with masons and
carpenters,  and   are   now  beginning  with   upholsterers,
with whom you may go on as slow and soberly as you
please.   But pray keep the garden till I come.   I am, Sir,
Your most faithful humble servant,

JON. SWIFT.

Direct the enclosed, and deliver it to the greatest person
in your neighbourhood,1

XXXV. [Original.*]

SWIFT TO ARCHBISHOP KING

London, April 15, 1708.

MY LORD,

I HAD last post the honour of your Grace's of the 7th
instant, and I must caution your Grace once for all, that
you must either resolve never to write to me, or be content
that I shall answer immediately, though I have nothing
material to say, which I allow to be hard usage, and just
the reverse of what all my other correspondents meet with.
But the fault is in your Grace, who gives the provocation,
and whose letters are full of everything that can inspire
the meanest pen with generous and public thoughts.
Considering many reasons not proper to mention, I do
not wonder at all, that Ireland was found in so ill a posture
for defence, but I hope all will be better upon my Lord
Lieutenant's return, which we certainly conclude will be
towards the end of summer, there being not the least talk
of his removal. I was told in confidence three weeks ago
by a friend in business, that the chief Whig Lords resolved
to apply in a body to the Queen, for my Lord Sooiers
to be made President; but the other day upon trial, the
Ministry would not join, and the Queen was resolute, and
so it has miscarried.3

1  The letter addressed to Archbishop King which follows.  In its
concluding paragraph Swift explains his reason for not sending it
direct.

2  In Armagh Library (supra^ p, 60, n. i),

3  The office of President of the Council was then held by Lord
Pembroke together with that of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Althoughtill
